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Sunday, January 21th, 2024
12th Sunday of Luke

8:45am: Orthros, 10am: Divine Liturgy
12pm: Youth Church School & Adult Ed

Hymns of the Day
Resurrectional Apolytikion in the First Mode

The stone had been secured with a seal by the Judeans, *
and a guard of soldiers was watching Your immaculate body.
* You rose on the third day, O Lord * and Savior, granting life
unto the world. * For this reason were the powers of heaven
crying out to You, O Life-giver: * Glory to Your resurrec-
tion, O Christ; * glory to Your eternal rule; * glory to Your
dispensation, only One who loves mankind.

Ἀπολυτίκιον Ἀνασvτάσvιμον. ῏Ηχος α´.

Τοῦ λίθου σvφραγισvθέντος ὑπὸ τῶν ᾿Ιουδαίων, καὶ σvτρατιωτῶν
φυλασvσvόντων τὸ ἄχραντόν σvου σvῶμα, ἀνέσvτης τριήμερος Σωτήρ,



δωρούμενος τῷ κόσvμῳ τὴν ζωήν. Διὰ τοῦτο αἱ Δυνάμεις τῶν
οὐρανῶν ἐβόων σvοι Ζωοδότα· Δόξα τῇ ἀνασvτάσvει σvου Χρισvτέ,
δόξα τῇ βασvιλείᾳ σvου, δόξα τῇ οἰκονομίᾳ σvου, μόνε Φιλάνθρωπε.

Apolytikion of Ephraim the Syrian in the Plagal Fourth
Mode

With the rivers of your tears you made the barren desert
bloom; and with your sighs from deep within, you made your
labors bear their fruits a hundredfold; and you became a star,
illuminating the world by your miracles, O Ephraim, our de-
vout father. Intercede with Christ our God, for the salvation
of our souls.

Apolytikion of Saint Nicholas in the Fourth Mode

An example of the faith and a life of humility: * as a teacher of
abstinence you did inspire and lead your flock, * and through
the truthfulness of your deeds * were exalted to greatness
through your humility, * uplifting all, and by poverty gaining
wealth. * Father and hierarch Saint Nicholas, * intercede with
Christ our God * that our souls may be saved.

Kontakion of the Presentation of Christ in the First
Mode

You sanctified the womb of the Virgin by Your birth, and by
Your presentation You blessed the hands of Symeon, when
You came, and You saved us, O Christ our God. Now we
pray You give peace to Your world at war, and let love for
Your people prevail in all, O only benevolent Lord.



Gospel and Epistle Readings

Epistle Reading

Timothy 4:9-15.

Timothy, my son, the saying is sure and worthy of full accep-
tance. For to this end we toil and suffer reproach, because
we have our hope set on the living God, who is the Savior of
all men, especially of those who believe. Command and teach
these things.

Let no one despise your youth, but set the believers an
example in speech and conduct, in love, in faith, in purity. Till
I come, attend to the public reading of scripture, to preaching,
to teaching. Do not neglect the gift you have, which was given
you by prophetic utterance when the council of elders laid
their hands upon you. Practice these duties, devote yourself
to them, so that all may see your progress.

Gospel Reading

Luke 19:1-10

At that time, Jesus was passing through Jericho. And there
was a man named Zacchaios; he was a chief collector, and
rich. And he sought to see who Jesus was, but could not, on
account of the crowd, because he was small of stature. So he
ran on ahead and climbed up into a sycamore tree to see him,
for he was to pass that way.

And when Jesus came to the place, he looked up and said
to him, "Zacchaios, make haste and come down; for I must
stay at your house today." So he made haste and came down,
and received him joyfully. And when they saw it they all
murmured, "He has gone in to be the guest of a man who is
a sinner."



And Zacchaios stood and said to the Lord, "Behold, Lord,
the half of my goods I give to the poor; and if I have defrauded
any one of anything, I restore it fourfold." And Jesus said to
him, "Today salvation has come to this house, since he also
is a son of Abraham. For the Son of man came to seek and
to save the lost."

The Lord’s Prayer

Ελλήνικα:

Πάτερ ἡμῶν ὁ ἐν τοῖς οὐρανοῖς, * ἁγιασvθήτω τὸ ὄνομά σvου·
* ἐλθέτω ἡ βασvιλεία σvου· * γενηθήτω τὸ θέλημά σvου * ὡς
ἐν οὐρανῷ καὶ ἐπὶ τῆς γῆς· * τὸν ἄρτον ἡμῶν τὸν ἐπιούσvιον
δὸς ἡμῖν σvήμερον· * καὶ ἄφες ἡμῖν τὰ ὀφειλήματα ἡμῶν, ὡς καὶ
ἡμεῖς ἀφίεμεν τοῖς ὀφειλέταις ἡμῶν· * καὶ μὴ εἰσvενέγκῃς ἡμᾶς
εἰς πειρασvμόν, ἀλλὰ ῥῦσvαι ἡμᾶς ἀπὸ τοῦ πονηροῦ.

Español:

Padre Nuestro, que estás en el cielo, * santificado sea tu nom-
bre; * venga tu reino; * hágase tu voluntad, * en la tierra
como en el cielo. * Danos hoy nuestro pan de cada día; * per-
dona nuestras ofensas, como también nosotros perdonamos a
los que nos ofenden; * no nos dejes caer en la tentación, y
líbranos del mal.

English:

Our Father, who art in the heavens * hallowed be Thy name;
* Thy Kingdom come; * Thy will be done * on earth as it is
in heaven; * give us this day our daily bread, * and forgive us



our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; *
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil
one.

Saints and Feasts
Ephraim the Syrian

Saint Ephraim was born in Nisibis of Mesopotamia some time
about the year 306, and in his youth was the disciple of Saint
James, Bishop of Nisibis, one of the 318 Fathers at the First
Ecumenical Council. Ephraim lived in Nisibis, practicing a
severe ascetical life and increasing in holiness, until 363, the
year in which Julian the Apostate was slain in his war against
the Persians, and his successor Jovian surrendered Nisibis to
them.

Ephraim then made his dwelling in Edessa, where he found
many heresies to do battle with. He waged an especial war
against Bardaisan; this gnostic had written many hymns prop-
agating his errors, which by their sweet melodies became pop-
ular and enticed souls away from the truth. Saint Ephraim,
having received from God a singular gift of eloquence, turned
Bardaisan’s own weapon against him, and wrote a multitude
of hymns to be chanted by choirs of women, which set forth
the true doctrines, refuted heretical error, and praised the
contests of the Martyrs.

Of the multitude of sermons, commentaries, and hymns
that Saint Ephraim wrote, many were translated into Greek in
his own lifetime. Sozomen says that Ephraim "Surpassed the
most approved writers of Greece," observing that the Greek
writings, when translated into other tongues, lose most of
their original beauty, but Ephraim’s works "are no less ad-
mired when read in Greek than when read in Syriac". Jerome



says that his writings were read in some churches after the
reading of the Scriptures, and adds that once he read a Greek
translation of one of Ephraim’s works, "and recognized, even
in translation, the incisive power of his lofty genius".

Saint Ephraim was ordained deacon, some say by Saint
Basil the Great, whom Sozomen said "was a great admirer of
Ephraim, and was astonished at his erudition." Saint Ephraim
was the first to make the poetic expression of hymnody and
song a vehicle of Orthodox theological teachings, constituting
it an integral part of the Church’s worship; he may rightly
be called the first and greatest hymnographer of the Church,
who set the pattern for these who followed him, especially
Saint Romanos the Melodist. Because of this he is called the
"Harp of the Holy Spirit."

Shortly before the end of his life, a famine broke out in
Edessa, and Saint Ephraim left his cell to rebuke the rich for
not sharing their goods with the poor. The rich answered that
they knew no one to whom they could entrust their goods.
Ephraim asked them, "What do you think of me?" When they
confessed their reverence for him, he offered to distribute their
alms, to which they agreed. He himself cared with his own
hands for many of the sick from the famine, and so crowned his
life with mercy and love for neighbor. Saint Ephraim reposed
in peace, according to some in the year 373, according to
others, 379.

Isaac the Syrian, Bishop of Ninevah

The great luminary of the life of stillness, Saint Isaac, was
born in the early seventh century in Eastern Arabia, the
present-day Qatar on the Persian Gulf. He became a monk
at a young age, and at some time left Arabia to dwell with
monks in Persia. He was consecrated Bishop of Nineveh, but
after five months received permission to return to solitude; he



spent many years far south of Nineveh in the mountainous re-
gions of Beit Huzaye, and lastly at the Monastery of Rabban
Shabur.

He wrote his renowned and God-inspired Ascetical Homi-
lies toward the end of his long life of monastic struggle, about
the end of the seventh century. The fame of his Homilies grew
quickly, and about one hundred years after their composition
they were translated from Syriac into Greek by two monks of
the Monastery of Mar Sabbas in Palestine, from which they
spread throughout the monasteries of the Roman Empire and
became a guide to the hesychasts of all generations thereafter.

Parish Information
Church School

Church School meets on Sundays following Divine Liturgy,
at approximately noon. Our two Youth Church School class-
rooms meet downstairs.

Orthodox Christianity 101

Our Orthodox Christianity 101 class meets in the Church hall
following coffee hour. Anyone who is interested in learning the
basic teachings and practices of the Orthodox Christian faith
is welcome to attend! This class is especially important for
those who are interested in joining the Orthodox Church. For
this class, we will read and discuss the book Welcome to the
Orthodox Church by Frederica Mathewes-Green.

Men’s Breakfast Group

The next Men’s Breakfast will be on Saturday, February 3
at 8am. Bring your favorite breakfast foods, and feel free to



invite a friend!

Ladies’ Potluck Luncheon

Our Ladies’ Potluck Luncheon group meets on the second
Thursday of each month! The next luncheon will take place
in the Church hall on Thursday, February 8 at 12pm.

Byzantine Chant Classes

Byzantine chant classes take place on Saturdays at 4pm. If
you are interested in learning and helping out, please feel free
to attend!

This Week at Saint Nicholas
Following Divine Liturgy this morning, we will pray the

Memorial Service for the servants of God Derrick Fjelsted,
Jannce Doughan, and Lucille Willis. May their memory
be eternal!

• Tuesday, January 30 Three Holy Hierarchs: 8:30am
Orthros, 9:30am Divine Liturgy

• Wednesday, January 31: Small Paraklesis

• Thursday, February 1: 6pm Great Vespers

• Friday, February 2 Presentation of Christ: 8:30am
Orthros, 9:30am Divine Liturgy

• Saturday, February 3: 4pm Byzantine Chant Class, 5pm
Great Vespers


